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ISSUES
STATE BUDGET (SUPPORT)
Illinois community colleges are conditionally supporting the Governor’s Fiscal Year 2011 budget for community colleges. The Governor has recommended an FY 2011 budget that is $7 million less than the current year in state funding support for community colleges. This is another 2% decrease in state funding for community colleges compared to Fiscal Year 2010. Community colleges can support this budget level if it is actually paid out in a timely manner.

The Governor’s budget recognizes that declining revenues flowing to the State for the past two years has caused a cash flow calamity. This budget reduction appears to be “a light touch” reduction in comparison to budget reductions in other areas of State government.  

The governor’s budget for community colleges continues the downward trend that has resulted in decreased or level funded state budgets for the past eight years while enrollments have sharply increased. The recent reductions in state funding for community colleges have contributed to tuition increases that have seen tuition nearly double since 2002. The average full-time community college student paid about $50 a credit hour for tuition and fees, or about $1,500 per year in 2002. The average tuition is estimated to increase to approximately $100 a credit hour this year, or nearly double what it was eight years ago.

MONETARY AWARD PROGRAM (SUPPORT)
The Illinois Community College Trustees Association is supporting an increase in the amount of funding for student need-based scholarships. Sharply increased tuition and increased community college enrollments has placed more demand than ever on the Monetary Award Program (MAP). Approximately 137,000 qualified students were turned away from receiving a MAP award last year because funding remains level while demand continues to increase.  

STATE REVENUES
The Illinois Community College Trustees Association supports increased revenues for the State. ICCTA adopted a resolution last year that supported an increase in the State income tax.



